18	HYMNS OF THE ALVARS
Lord's ten avataras, he went to Tirukkurungudi and there
passed away. Tirumangai's period is probably the first half
of the ninth century.
A study of the hymns of the Alvars brings out two inter-
related but distinguishable elements in them: a philosophy
striving for expression, and an emotional experience. Both
are illustrated in the selections here translated and both may
be traced in the subsequent developments of the bhakti
movement. One of the most striking features of Sri-Vaishna-
visrn is its emphasis on the succession of gurus; it starts
with Nammalvar, whose immediate disciple, Mathurakavi,
himself counted among the Alvars, gives it classic expres-
sion. But the main line runs through Nathamuni, the codifier
of the Nalayiram, and through the acharyas, Pundarikaksha,
Ramamisra, and Yamunacharya (also known as Alavandar,
the Victor, on account of his dialectical skill). Yamun-
acharya's works were in Sanskrit, and contained an adumbra-
tion of the Visishtadvaita system that was worked out by his
successor, Ramanujacharya (a.d. 1017-1137), It lies outside
the scope of this study to give any detailed account of
Ranianuja, but in_him is summed up the intellectual side of
the work of the Alvars.
On the emotional side no such clear literary succession
can be shown; but the suggestion of Dr. Farquhar that the
Bhagavata Pur ana, the latest of thePuranas, dating probably
from about a.d. 900, sprang from the midst of some such
community as the Alvars,1 seems highly probable. The
kind of bhakti described in the Purana is precisely that of
the Alvars—a surging emotion produced by gazing on
images of Krishna, singing his praises, meditating on
him, associating with other devotees, touching their
bodies, serving them lovingly, talking with them of
his wondrous doing and his graces. The Purana how-
ever appears to have gone further in the less worthy
directions that are ^associated with the later bhakti move-
ment than do the Alvar hymns. There is more emphasis
on the youth of Krishna, more on the gopis, more detailed
sensuous description of the dalliance of Krishna and the
1 Religious Literature of India, p. 231 f.

